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ion had always been small in pr g
wplllatl()l Sdtns ) all in Proportion ¢ ¢
1803 was just over 6 percent.10 © the black Popul
i vas e st ulation
- 1833, enslaved Africans in the colonie -

Cm,‘mcipatcd by ordcr‘ of the. British Parlj
K histoflans as a turning point for the slayes of the Dan:
jand of Tol't()'la', a Brmsh. colf)ny, lay only a few 1‘1111)“‘111511 Wes
news of the British cmancipation undoubtedly hag «LS beyond §t. John, ang
jonally, 2 number of other'factors~inc1uding tl;c A Strong impacg, 1 Addi.
orted slave sch}ools, the missionary influence, the ; f 3 icly sup-
the nOW primarlly Crcolc’ slave population. - Satile sed « cializat'ion of
E uropc—'fOFC‘id the -Dan.1sh government to recognjze
e slaves was both mcvlt‘ablc and imminent, Tli g.t.h‘at €manci
Compensated its planters for the loss of their slayes bnmh P
ment Was unable to do the same and so at i

amclioration. In the Free Birth Proclamatit:)? E’);F;18107ﬁt?1d i 305
ferred freedom on all slaves born after that date and SCte gz)ivemment con-
cmancipation in twelve years. This proclamation became z c;te[ 0f gl
Jom and gave new urgency to the drive for emancipation becauil YStthf‘ e
slave population would not postpone their inheritance of a frf:cdse o ad}xlt
they felt that their children were no more legitimate heirs than thoer:1 t01 Whl’fg
On July 3, 1848, slaves on St. Croix initiated a bloodless rebclsl‘i:ovest.h
resulted in the immediate emancipation of all enslaved in the DanishnW ai
Indies. However, employment conditions for the newly freed were so beasd
and wages so minimal that living conditions were little better (and often
worse) than they had been under slavery. These agricultural laborers finally
revolted in 1878. Descriptively known as the Fireburn, this organized rebel-
lion purportcdly led by a woman, Queen Mary, resulted in the destruction

of both plantations and lives but led to the initiation of labor reforms. It also
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sounded the initial death knell for the plantation economy of St. Croix.

In the latter half of the nineteenth century, the steady demise of sugar cane
in favor of the beet as a sugar source, the simultaneous decline of St. Thomas
as the shipping center of the Caribbean, and a series of natural disasters con-
tributed to the decreasing economic viability of the islands. Denmark increas-
ingly saw them as financial and social burdens and so were receptive to an

offer of purchase from the United States in 1867. This initiative, fucled Pri-
marily by Secretary of State William Seward, who saw the 'nced for the United
States to protect itself on all sides after the Civil Wa.r, failed for lack of (:'Enc-l
gressional support.’® A second attempt at purchase 1n 1892. was not ra(til t(;l
by the Danish parliament. A final agreement Was reached i 26 C

Danish West Indies was sold to the United States for $25 million and renamed
the United States Virgin Islands. :
The U.S. Department of the Navy was gIve . by the president. Local

few territory through a naval governor appointe . izenship to the in-
agitation and unrest forced the United States to grant c1

n the task of administering the




