fe

- 5k Réuap;cqmnce of the dark
and cruel days.through which St. Croix
’ has passed from 1848—1916.
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The Insurrection of 1848.
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It is most appropriate at this moment to east a glance back-
ward and recount the evil happenings from which this istand have
suffered during the past 67 years. All are acquninted with the fact
mammwmnmmw«:mmmnm
none to be found more peaceful, quiet and obedient than the na-
tives of St Croix. It may therefore be wondered at that during a
period of 63 years there has been no less than 3 disturbances of
serious natures, through which many lives were lost, and property
wth‘nhpofunrn!thp_nddolhn consumed by flames.

The question may then be reasonably asked:

"~ Since the people of St. Croix are described as being so well dis-
Mbv_lﬂhhmnefmnbuﬁnud 8 serious uprisings
has beed placed upoh ‘them? We reply thaton each oscasion,
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2 those in sutharity bave scted injudiciously, overstepping the limit
3 of their authority, and irritating the people past ‘enduranee, thus
.. 7 Itis known toall that slavery existed in this island in 1848 in all
: its horrors. 'The Governor at that time being General von Schol-

ten, who was acknowledged by all to have been the best Governor
these islands ever had; and deservedly 5o, since he took particalar
mlgmmudhmad\guhvutmﬂu cruelty of their
mastars, and pynished with the utmost severity all masters and em-
mmw&ehnddddo'nlwth protection of the

bave been, he fell under the pernicious infiuance of the planters,
th-mmmmmmmm Home Govern-
ment to abolish slavery; he did not obey it with the promptness he

yary | orders received from his Government, and at last at-
. purpose of satisfying others, to take a base advan-
mhm‘n!mmdmmnmﬂy;ﬁi”n“
. Instead of atonce declaring the slaves free, and leaving
}Dﬂx matters with their owaers, he declared that|
Slave parents should be free, but the parents
s for a certain number of years. At this time
namber of fateligan:. elugated frep pe-
this class of men were

r Corps, and it is

the movaments

slaves, - Still, good upright asid severe in his control s he is said to | b

ought to have exercised, but connived with the planters to act con- |

oy oatrages arid acts of Sruelty
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made by an Irishman, whose same was Paddy Moore. fathe: of th:
late Major Meore, who said: ‘"What pegroes want with freedom?
That question caused all the loss of life and property that occurred
in1848, Paddy Moore's property belng the first which the slaves
looted and burned.

Federsen’s Massacre of Unarmed
Gﬂe{’.e:;k onerC'I::i:tlm Eve Night 1852.
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O the 24tH Dee; 1852 the order went forth from Governor Fe-
Iy forbidding the people from hav.
jhg their usual Christmas dhnces. One troap headed by a man
.namiad Johnny Salt' Head collected his troop as usual n what is
known as John Alexander’s yard, and started to dance, The
police ordered him to stoy, he refused, and thay cut his drum. Salt
Head and troap moved down the street and stoned the police assetn-
bled in the Court House—which then stood on the bit of ground
pow known as Governor Limpricht's Park. A guard of soldiers
was ordered out with instructions to clear the street, they relurned
and reported their failure to disperse the mob: another detachment
was despatched with orders to shoot. Thinly popalated as St. Croix
is, and as poor as the people are today.still on Xmas Eve nights the
streets are quite crowded. In those days when the population was
twice a8 many as it is to-day, and the destructive claws of poverty
had not yet laid hold of the people, one can readily imagine how
much more people must have been on the streets that memorable
Christmas Eve night 64 years ago,

The second squad of soldiers came out, and as ordered, fired
several volleys in the crowd killing and wounding many—they con-
tinued to shoot the unarmed people until commanded to desist by
an English officer who was among the crowd. Governor Federsn
realizing that he had made a most serious blunder, and fearing
summery resentment from the Burgher Corpe, Jaeger Corps and
Brand Corps who were all well armed and fully equipped with
ammunition, some of their friends being killod and others wounded
i—sent the soldier cart around early Christas morning and die-
armed the 3 Corps—some of the members delivered their guns
and ammunition quietly, and others enraged, flung them at the
poldiers, Thus through the cowardice of & wrongdoer, three well-
drilled native Corps were disbanded. The massacre was reported
to the Home Government, and a Commission was sent to enquire
into it. After a good deal of bluff and humbugging it was reported
the Commission that it could not be found out who had given the
order to the aoldiers to fire on the crowd, and the bereaved rela-
tives had to be content with that. Thus ended the most cruel out-
rage ever perpetrated on a defenseless and innoeent people.

The Disastrous riot of 1878.
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1878, and was brought about by Judge
had expired to return to their
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Rubner Petersen of Frederd
from the B. W. 1, whosa conf

fresh in the memories of many, -
~ Quite anumber of Estates were
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homes. It was the most disastrous of the 2 uprisings, and is still



